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Programme
Sonata in Eb major BWV 1031      Johann Sebastian Bach

 

 Allegro moderato

 Siciliano

 Allegro

Five Constellations  Chen Zhangyi 

Vela, The Ship’s Sails

Columba, The Dove

Lyra, The Harp

Coma Berenices, Berenice’s Hair

Eridanus, The River

Fantaisie, Op. 124 Camille Saint-Saëns

Motionless Vault Miguel Prida

Sonatine de Mai  Jacques Castérède
 

Allegro piacevole

Chanson de la brise

Danse le bleu de la nuit

Final
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“There is nothing more difficult than talking about music.”  
- Camille Saint-Saëns

 

CHARLES-CAMILLE SAINT-SAËNS 

Saint-Saëns was one of the most popular composers in France during his lifetime. Organist, pianist, 
conductor and composer, he earned the Legion d'honneur in 1868 for his work. 

Even when the personal animosity in between Saint-Saëns and Debussy was mutual, Debussy 
acknowledged an admiration for Saint-Saëns’ musical talents, and there are traces of Debussy in 
Saint-Saëns’ music.

His Fantaisie Op. 124 unfolds a dialogue in between the flute and the harp through its spring-like 
freshness and easy lyricism.  As the piece proceeds, it shows a genuine partnership between flute and 
harp, with thematic material generouly shared between both instruments.

Saint-Saëns composed his Fantaisie in 1907, when he was 72, while touring in the Mediterranean, maybe 
that is the reason why Spanish flavour is hinted in the music.

“For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars makes me dream.”  
- Vincent Van Gogh

 

CHEN ZHANGYI 

The music of Chen Zhangyi has been described as a breath of fresh air in Singapore’s musical landscape. 
He has collaborated such us London Symphony, Tokyo Philharmonic, Baltimore Symphony, Cabrillo 
Festival Orchestra, Orchestre de Bretagne and Singapore Symphony Orchestra.

Zhangyi read music at Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University and the Yong Siew Toh 
Conservatory of the National University of Singapore.

Composed in 2010, Five Constellations is dedicated to Roberto Álvarez and Katryna Tan and included in 
their cd La Noche. 
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Programme Notes 

Bach’s mastery on the keyboard has always been a well known fact. He challenged Louis Marchand, a 
talented French musician to an organ-playing contest in Dresden. Marchand, after secretly listening to 
Bach, accepted his defeat.

Was in this journey to Dresden when Bach met Pierre Gabriel Buffardin, who was the principal flautist in 
this city. Buffardin’s talent prompted Bach to consider the flute as a solo instrument. This sonata in Eb 
Major is the second one that Bach wrote for Buffardin, and it is much lighter in mood compared to other 
Bach pieces.

This sonata was composed in between 1730 and 1734. The fact that it uses much of the technique 
emphasized in the Classical era makes an argument for the piece to actually belong to Carl Philipp 
Emanuel, Bach’s son. It may have been C.P.E’s piece, but was written under J.S’s supervision. However, 
C.P.E credits the sonata to his father.

“He is the father, and we his children.” 
– W.A. Mozart about Johann Sebastian Bach

 

JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
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“The true joy of a moonlit night is something we no longer understand.

Only the men of old, when there were no lights, could understand the true joy of a moonlit night.”

- Yasunari Kawabata

 

MIGUEL PRIDA

After studying violin in his hometown, Oviedo, he moved to the Royal Conservatory of Madrid to study 
composition and choral and orchestral conducting. During his time in Madrid,  Miguel Prida has 
developed his style, which remains faithful to the French tradition of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Composed in 2010, Motionless Vault is dedicated to Roberto Álvarez and Katryna Tan and included in their 
cd La Noche. It portrays the idea of a clear night sky.

He studied under Olivier Messiaen. In 1953, he obtained the Grand Prix de Rome in music composition. 
He stayed at the Villa Medicis for four years being in touch with many composers and artists. 

Jacques Castérède also devoted much of his professional career to teaching at Paris National Music 
Conservatory. This work is his passion and it takes up much of his time. He does not, however, neglect 
his composing, nor the chamber music concerts which he performs as pianist.

His extremely rich harmonic language is used in a completely personal manner : «I started off with fairly 
traditional music of broadened tonality orienting myself towards increased structural freedom and 
more conscious coherence of language through the increasingly frequent use of modal, chromatic and 
diatonic movements». 

Sonatina de Mai was composed in 1999, becoming the last duet he would write.

“You are so sweet and graceful;  May, the most beautiful month of the year”

- Antoine de Baïf 

 

JACQUES CASTÉRÈDE
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HarpKatryna Tan

Katryna Tan, who was awarded the prestigious national Young Artist Award 2005 by the National 

Arts Council of Singapore holds a Masters of Music degree in Harp Performance from the University 
of Michigan, USA. Katryna held multiple roles in her harp career and her contributions has changed 
the landscape for harp in the region’s music scene tremendously. She has been awarded the 
prestigious “Setiawan Tuanku Muhriz” (STM) title by the King of Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia.

As a Harp Recitalist, Katryna has performed at the New South Wales Harp Society and the Adelaide 
Harp Festival, France, USA, Japan, Hong Kong and Macau. Katryna has appeared as guest soloists 
with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra, Singapore Armed Forces Band, Braddell Heights Symphony 
Orchestra to mention a few. She was also guest soloist with the renowned King’s College Choir from 
England and Dingyi Chinese Chamber Orchestra. Katryna has also performed with prestigious 
orchestras in the region including Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Malaysia Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Macau Orchestra and Evergreen Symphony Orchestra (Taiwan).

Katryna’s collection of albums include “Water Dance”, “Harp On”, “Moments” (Harp and Cello) and “A 
Little Light Music” (Harp and Flute) and most recently “I-Sis Trio: Passion” and “ La Noche” (Harp and 
Flute). 

Katryna has recently published the book “Unleash the Musician in You” sharing her teaching 
thoughts with music students.

Young Artist Award 2005 by the
National Arts Council of Singapore



Born in Asturias, on the Northern coast of Spain, Roberto Álvarez studied under the 
tutorship of Myra and Peter Pearse, from the Asturias Symphony Orchestra. He progressed 
to the Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester, studying under Richard Davis, Peter 
Lloyd and Patricia Morris.

He shows his interest not only in classical formations, but has also participated in several 
jazz and folk groups, always looking for new sonorities for the flute, and has performed 
the music from his region all over Europe.

Roberto's passion for performing new music has led him to record La Noche with harpist 
Katryna Tan. In this CD he shows his artistry performing pieces especially written for him 
by composers from Spain and Singapore.

In addition to his performances he is an enthusiastic flute teacher, having given master 
classes extensively in Youth Orchestras and Festivals in Asia and Europe. He currently 
teaches at the School of the Arts (SOTA) and Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA), both 
schools in Singapore.

Roberto is the Piccolo Soloist at Singapore Symphony Orchestra since July 2007.

www.robertoalvarezflute.com

“Hot-Blooded Spanish Flair!”

“(His) consummate artistry...
keeps the audience spell-bound”

FluteRoberto Álvarez
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